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Background 

At the previous meeting of the HOLAS II Core Team (HOLAS II 4-2015), the Contracting Parties being Member 
States of the EU were invited to describe their national approaches to assess permanent hydrographical 
changes (descriptor 7) in their initial assessments under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) in 
2012 (Outcome of the meeting, paragraph 4.24). Answers were received from a few Contracting Parties and 
the meeting document showed a variety of national approaches. The HOLAS II 4-2015 discussed the need to 
have a common approach especially in the offshore waters, whereas in the coastal waters there is guidance 
from the EU Water Framework Directive (WFD). 

Finland volunteered to propose a common approach for the D7 assessment for the next meeting of the 
HOLAS II core group. This document presents the proposal by Finland. 

 

Action required 

The Meeting is invited to consider the proposal and agree on a common approach for the assessment of 
permanent hydrographical changes in the offshore area of the Baltic Sea. 
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https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOLAS%20II%204-2015-277/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOLAS%20II%204-2015.pdf
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Proposal for the HELCOM assessment of permanent hydrographical changes in the offshore 
areas of the Baltic Sea 
The proposal focuses on the offshore waters, because the EU Member States assess the permanent 
hydrographical changes in the coastal waters under the EU WFD. The proposal uses the risk-based approach, 
where risks for the permanent hydrographical changes are assessed from the human activity point of view. 

The proposal does not yet give detailed guidance for the assessment, because it would still require further 
criteria for defining how to estimate ‘adverse impacts’ on the marine environment. Hence, the approach 
rather presents a framework for the assessment. 

 

The proposed approach is presented in the conceptual figure below. 
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